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Happy Mother’s Day 
 

Mother's Day is a celebration honoring mothers and 
motherhood, maternal bonds, and the influence of  
mothers in society. 

 

As a special gift, our youth will present mothers with a 
special carnation during each service today.   

 

So to celebrate the day, here is a poem by Julia Kasdorf  
from Sleeping Preacher (1992): 

 

What I Learned From My Mother 

 

I learned from my mother how to love  
the living, to have plenty of vases on hand  
in case you have to rush to the hospital  
with peonies cut from the lawn, black ants  
still stuck to the buds. I learned to save jars  
large enough to hold fruit salad for a whole  
grieving household, to cube home-canned pears  
and peaches, to slice through maroon grape skins  
and flick out the seeds with a knife point.  
I learned to attend viewings even if I didn’t know  
the deceased, to press the moist hands  
of the living, to look in their eyes and offer  
sympathy, as though I understood loss even then.  
I learned that whatever we say means nothing,  
what anyone will remember is that we came.  
I learned to believe I had the power to ease  
awful pains materially like an angel.  
Like a doctor, I learned to create  
from another’s suffering my own usefulness, and once  
you know how to do this, you can never refuse.  
To every house you enter, you must offer  

healing: a chocolate cake you baked yourself,  
the blessing of your voice, your chaste touch.    

At the heart of the mission of Virginia United 
Methodist Homes, Inc. (VUMH) is the            
Samaritan Program, a benevolent fund which 
provides financial assistance to residents who 
have outlived their monetary resources and, 
through no fault of their own, can no longer    
afford the full cost of their care. Benevolent   
assistance has been given in VUMH               
communities since 1948. The Samaritan Program 
provides peace of mind to residents who have 
been blessed by longevity but have outlived their 
financial resources.  
 
Samaritan Offering gifts, which are received 
from Mother’s Day through Father’s Day, may 
be designated to any of our VUMH                
communities. Undesignated gifts will be used 
where the need is greatest. Please consider   
making a gift today to help those who are in need 
of your generosity. You truly can make a differ-
ence in someone’s life. Please see the enclosed 
offering envelope or mark your check “VUMH” 
and place in the offering plate.  To learn more, 
visit www.vumh.org. 

Virginia United Methodist Homes, Inc 
Samaritan Program 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother


 

“Hands Across the City”  
Will Make A Difference on May 30th! 
 

Based on the information we are receiving through last week’s successful canvassing of the Courthouse 
Green community (many thanks to all who helped!), we are gearing up for a local mission, our first 
Hands Across the City Blitz Clean-Up Day, on May 30th, 7:30am to 4:30pm, doing external work to 
improve the homes of people in need.  

 

Our work will include:  
 * trash pick-up 
 * raking 
 * mulching 
 * exterior painting 
 * minor home repair to the exterior of homes  

 

You can come for part of the day or all of the day and we will have lunch for you in the community. 
Children and youth are welcome to participate with parent or grandparent supervision and will be 
assigned to sites that are appropriate for their ages.  
We need: site leaders, workers of all ages, a lunch crew, tools and some pick-up trucks for mulch (tools 
include: rakes, power washers, paint brushes, paint scrapers, etc.). The rain date for this event is 
Saturday, June 6.  

 

Please see sign-up info sheets in the Sunday School classes and the welcome tables to sign up for May 
30th or online at wmumc.org & Facebook. For more information 
contact Pastor Gina at pastorgina@wmumc.org.  

 

Courthouse Green is a 1000+ home community located near our 
church in our neighborhood of Denbigh, behind the area where 
the K-Mart was located. This is a diverse community that is noted 
as “at-risk” due to the percentage of aging and low- income 
residents, as well as the growing influence of crime in that area.  

 

So, pray for our neighbors and come out to help make a 
difference.  

 

Neighborhood Mission  
Opportunity for all ages! 
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72 Stuffed Animals collected last month for the Newport News Sheriff's Department; 

 

35 First Responders attended our appreciation breakfast last week; 

 

20 Activity kits put together by the Pre-K Children’s Ministry for CHKD; 

 

20 Volunteers visited 250 homes during the Hands Across the City Canvassing event last Sunday; 

 

19th was our Relay Team position out of 99 - Go Team M&M’s; 

 

$230 was the amount raised during the Trivia Night; 

Recent Mission By The Numbers . . . 

mailto:pastorgina@wmumc.org


 

Be strong and of a good 

courage; be not afraid.                                 
   

Joshua 1:9 

UMCOR Nepal Response - How 
You Can Help: United Methodist    
Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the        
disaster-relief arm of the General Board of 
Global Ministries of The United Methodist 
Church, is responding to the devastating 
earthquake that rocked Nepal April 25    
killing at least 3,700 people and injuring 
6,500. Search and rescue operations        
continue. Countless people are homeless.  
 
UMCOR approved a grant of $90,000 for 
international partner GlobalMedic to bring 
sorely needed clean water to survivors 
through provision of household and public 
water-filtration units. UMCOR also is in 
conversation with United Mission to Nepal 
(UMN), a partner in community-based 
health and education projects in Nepal for 
more than 60 years.  
 
All United Methodist missionaries and their 
families in Nepal are reported safe.  
 
As events and needs continue to unfold in 
Nepal in the aftermath of the earthquake, 
you can help:  
 
• Pray for all who have been impacted by 
this emergency: the people of Nepal, Global 
Ministries and UMCOR partners at work  
on the ground and Global Ministries       
missionaries and their families assigned to 
serve there.  
 
• Give to UMCOR International Disaster 
Response, Advance #982450. Your gifts to 
UMCOR International Disaster Response 
make it possible for UMCOR to respond 
quickly to emergency situations through  
local and international partners.  
 
• Stay informed. Visit www.umcor.org  
and www.umcmission.org for updates     
and developments regarding Global  
Ministries’ and UMCOR’s response.   
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Kits for Conference:  You are invited to be part of a 75 
year tradition in providing relief supply kits to vulnerable  
people across the globe.  Every year our church helps 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) by sending 
kits to our annual Virginia Conference.  Cleaning buckets and 
bedding, sewing, birthing, health, school and layette kits are 
then sent to the UMCOR warehouse in Louisiana, the primary 
distribution point for these much needed life-sustaining items.   
UMCOR has asked the local churches this year to help        
replenish their supply of school and health kits.  The 
WMUMC Women and the Children's Fellowship ministry 
have already prepared a number of health, school and layette 
kits.  Now we need YOUR help.  Last year the monetary value 
of the kits provided by everyone in the church was $2,174.  
The kits we have prepared so far have a value of $1,800.  With 
100 more health kits, we could provide $4,000 worth of kits! 
Please consider adding to our church’s efforts to support this 
very important and effective ministry.   

 

One Health Kit includes the following items:  
 1 regular hand towel (15”x25” up to 17”x27”), kitchen,  
    cleaning and microfiber towels NOT acceptable;  
 1 washcloth; 
 1 comb, no longer than 6”, (no pocket combs or picks),  
    rattail combs and combs without handles are  
    acceptable with a minimum of 6” of teeth; 
 1 metal nail file or clipper; 
 1 bath-size soap, 3oz or larger, no Ivory or Jergens; 
 1 toothbrush, adult size 
 6 adhesive bandages, 3/4” to 1” size; 
 1 one-gallon size plastic sealable bag 
 $1 to purchase toothpaste. 
 
Donations of any of these items will be put towards packaging 
the kits.  All items must be new and in original packages.  Any 
questions, contact Carol Beran at c_beran@yahoo.com or  
886-1994. 

Other Ways to Make a Difference . . . 

http://www.umcmission.org/


Attention High School and 
College Grads:  Are you graduating 
from High School or college this year and 
would like recognition on Graduation 
Sunday in June?  Then please let the 
church office know your name and school/
college you are graduating from by calling 

877-2270 or warwick.memorial@wmumc.org.  We will 
have a special gift for graduates that Sunday. 
 

Sunday, May 24, is conference-wide Day of 
Prayer:  Bishop Young Jin Cho is inviting all churches 
in the Virginia Conference to participate in the second 
annual conference-wide Day of Prayer on Sunday, May 24. 
"We began this campaign last year to help create a culture 
of prayer in our conference as the basis for a renewal and 
revival of our churches," Bishop Cho said. "This year May 
24 is the date of our conference-wide Day of Prayer. I invite 
every church to remember this day and to pray for a 
renewal and revival of the churches in our conference and 
in the entire United Methodist Church. WMUMC is 
planning a special focus on prayer that day.  Look for more 
details.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Looking For Something Fun For Your 
Children To Do This Summer?  Then 
Register Them For Vacation Bible School:  
Register today on our website wmumc.org.  Free fun for the 
week of June 22nd to June 26th for children pre-k to 5th 
grade.  Begins each day at 9am until 12:15pm. Includes 
learning fun music, mind challenging activities, fun and 
games outside, snacks, crafts and more. 
 

Children’s Fellowship Picnic at 
Newport News Park:  Sunday, May 17th at 
noon, join the children for some fun, games and food 
to help celebrate their successful year. 
For more information please contact Sharon Ellis at 
872-8495. 
 

Red Bird Mission Fundraising Lunch:  
Join us for lunch on Sunday, May 17th, after the 

11:15am service in the Fellowship 
Hall for a Soup, Salad and Dessert 
lunch provided by the Red Bird 
Mission Team.  All proceeds will 
go to benefit the upcoming Red 
Bird trip in August. 
 

United Methodist Men Meeting:  The 
York River District UMM Meeting will be held on 
May 19, 2015 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall for all 
officers, their representatives and members.  Special 
Guest Speaker: Johnnie Draughon with a message to 
leaders. Special entertainment from the great singing 
voice of Jim Kepka.  Catered Dinner cost is $8.00 
per person.  If you plan to attend, contact Gene 
Osborne, UMM President, by May 17 at  
757-875-1183 (H),  757-272-6674 (C), or 
gomail1@verizon.net.  More information is on the 
UMM Bulletin Board outside the Fellowship Hall 
  

Helping Hands Event:  The 2015 Helping 
Hands Virginia Conference event will be held at 
Woodlake UMC (Midlothian, VA) on July 23-
24.  This event gives rising 4th-6th graders the 
opportunity to do hands-on missions in the 
Richmond area.  For more information or to register 
your child, please contact Sharon Ellis at 872-8495 
or cutygrgal@cox.net 

 

Coming Up . . . 

We are social. Look us up: 

 

Warwick By The Numbers 
Attendance 5/3/15:  8:30 - 84     9 - 93     11:15 - 92 
Total Worship Attendance:  269 
Total Sunday School Attendance: 149 
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Habitat for Humanity:  Attention all former mission site 
leaders, if you have led a site team at Red Bird, ASP or any 
other hands-on mission project and have skills to teach others 
needed minor repair and building strategies, our church has 
been asked by the Newport News City Manager’s Office for 
your help on Saturday, June 27th.  The City of NN is partnering 
with Habitat for Humanity to improve the neighborhood on the 

south side of the city near Marshall Early Learning 
Center, on Marshall Avenue.  Habitat is working to 
provide volunteers.  However, experienced, skilled site 
leaders  capable of leading small teams of 6-8 are 
needed for this one day “Blitz.”  To learn more about the 
project and needs or to volunteer your services, please 
contact Pastor Gina at pastorgina@wmumc.org or call 
the office at 877-2270.  This is another way for us to be 
“God’s Hands” across our city. 
 

Volunteers Needed for Vacation Bible 
School “G-FORCE”:  June 22 - 26, 2015.  We are 
still in need of Pathfinders (persons who travel with the 
children) and someone to organize and coordinate the 
decorating team.  Also, someone to work with Checkers 
(the puppet) during opening and closing sessions.  
Contact Bonnie Turner or Sharon Ellis to join the 
team.  We are hoping to have a church and community 
Kickoff Cookout Sunday evening before VBS week 
(June 21st), if you would like to help with this event 
coordination, please contact Bonnie or Sharon.  Bonnie: 
877-0551 and Sharon: 872-8495.  Also, register your 
children today on the link on our website at wmumc.org. 
 

We Need Volunteers: Would you like to be a 
greeter for the 11:15am service. Please contact Kay 
Fippinger at 886-0738.  We are also looking for part 
time teachers for the 4th/5th grade Sunday School class
(starting in June).  Please see Mark Keafer, Sunday 
School Superintendent. 

Volunteers Needed 

We Need Your Help!  Our Health         
Resource Team, HeaRT, would like to provide 
our church members and the surrounding 
community with programs and activities that 
will address health and wellness issues that 
reflect our needs and interests. To do this, we 
need your help! During the month of May, 
there will be a Congregational Survey        
available on our website 
(wmumc.org) as well as in 
the Narthex and Church 
Office. This survey is    
voluntary, but we need 
everyone’s input to best 
prepare for programs.    
This information will only 
be used for planning     
purposes. Thank You!!! 
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Spiritual and Emotional Care Critical    
After A Disaster:  Join Pastor Bert and others 
in UMCOR/VOAD approved training to respond 
with appropriate spiritual and emotional care     
following disasters for individuals, congregations 
and communities of all faiths.  
When: Friday, June 5 5:30-9 pm thru Sat June 6 
8:30 am -12 noon  
Cost: $40 includes background check fee,        
materials and snacks.  
Where: St: Luke’s (Yorktown) UMC, 300 Ella 
Taylor Rd,  
Grafton VA 23692  
Trainer: Rev. Ellen W. Comstock, LPC, Pastoral 
Counselor 
Registration: Please reserve your place by May 
31, 2015 by emailing Ellen Comstock at  
ellencomstock@vaumc.org (UMCOR SEC    
training on subject line.) Please indicate of which 
VA Conference United Methodist Church you are 
a member. Bring $40 fee in cash or check payable 
to Virginia Conference.  Contact Pastor Bert with 
questions.   

Some of our children’s fellowship “Team M&M” kids at 

the Relay for Life event last Saturday. 

mailto:ellencomstock@vaumc.org


Prayers for May 10, 2015 

Please contact the church office with concerns so the 
Pastors will be notified.  Please let us know if you would like 
for the concern to be on the church email prayer list also.  

We pray for those in the hospital or care facility: 
Fran Shaffer, Ginny Masters, Jane Guthrie, (St. Francis) 
Louise Ivey (York Convalescent Center), Ann Woodward  
(Chambrell) 

We pray for those who are at home: Elton Bennett, 
Bob Wrenn, John Mancil, Jane Goetz, Garekai Johnston, 
Jerry Murray, Chris Ployd, Jewel Stalnaker, Gerry Turner, 
Julia Frank , Edie Moore, Ian Williams, John Beamer, 
Cindy Stevenson, Kathy Young,  Walt Wilkerson, Beverly 
Mayeaux, Christina Tanner, Cindy Skaggs, Sonny Wood, 
Elsie Bevins, Doris Comer, Susan Crispens, Albert 
Kurtyka, Becky Baines, Bob Warthan, Celeste DeVault, 
Ruth McGhee, Teresa Lotts, Margie Pillow, Nolan Reid, 
Carlton Purgold, Joy Robinson, Jerry Murray 

All Those Who Are Deployed: Collin Proctor, Steve 
Parker, Josh Millner, & Joshua Evans.  

 
 

Household Prayers for the Week  
Morning  
Delivering God, 
each day we awaken to your goodness 
and our hearts cry out in praise 
as you set us to tasks for the life of the world. 
Do not let us hinder your love, 
but strengthen our will, 
as we offer thanks in every simple gesture of this day. Amen.  

 
Evening  
Faithful God, 
the nightly dance of earth, moon, and stars 
speaks of your gift: 
love given, love received. 
We give thanks this night 
for the love you have shown to us this day. 
Let us rest in your peace and awaken in joy. Amen.  

 
Want to make a difference in the lives of others? 
Then join our Intercessory Prayer Team - you can sign up 
(prayerchain@wmumc.org) to receive urgent requests by 
email that you can include in your prayer life .  You are 
also welcome to join with us on Tuesday mornings from 
7:00am to 7:45am in the church parlor, across from the 
pastors’ office, for prayers for our church family, 
community and the world. Just drop in or you can even 
pray at home.  We hope you will join us!  

 
 

Today 
Mothers’s Day 

8:30am Sanctuary Service 
9am Celebration Center Service 

9:45am Blood Pressure Checks (Jim’s Office) 
10:10am Sunday School 

10:45am Blood Pressure Checks (library) 
 11:15am Sanctuary Service 
5:30pm & 8pm AA (Rm 20) 

5:45pm NO Youth Fellowship (Youth Room) 
5:45pm NO Pre-K Children’s Fellowship (Rm 27) 

5:45pm NO Children’s Fellowship (FH) 
8pm AA (Rm 20) 

 

 Monday 5.11 
10am PAA (CC) 

6pm AAU Basketball (CC) 
6pm Disciple 1 Bible Study (Library) 

6:30pm Scouts 
7pm Girl Scouts (Room 28) 

7:30pm Praise Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

Tuesday 5.12 
7am Intercessory Prayer Gathering (Parlor) 

10am PAA (CC) 
10am Evangelism Meeting (Library) 

6pm AAU Basketball (CC) 
7pm Men’s Fraternity (Rm10) 

7pm Brothers of Christ (Rm 28) 
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20) 

 

Wednesday 5.13 
9am TOPS (Rm 10) 

2pm After School Open Gym (CC) 
7pm Lampstand Band Rehearsal (CC) 

7:30pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
8pm Spanish AA (Rm 20) 

 

Thursday 5.14 
10am PAA (CC) 

7pm Trustee Team Meeting (Room 10) 
 
 

Friday 5.15 
6:30pm Cub Scout Leaders Meeting (Rm 16) 

 
 

Saturday 5.16 
2pm Youth REACH Team Meeting (Youth Room) 

6pm  AA (Rm 20) 
 
 

For complete calendar, including rescheduled 
meetings due to weather, please visit the website 

at www.wmumc.org. 
Contact Jim King at 877-2270 or email 

facility@wmumc.org for room availability  
and reservations. 

 
Deadline for Warwick Weekly submissions is  

Tuesday at 2pm. 

This Week at WMUMC 
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